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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
NOTICE is given that the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF DUNORLAN PARK 
[registered charity 1063715/0] 

will be held on 

Tuesday April 30th 2019 at 6.30pm 
in Dunorlan Park Café  

Any nominations for the Committee, Proposed and Seconded, should be with the  
Chairman by Tuesday April 23rd  

The Reports and Accounts will be available, together with the relevant documents including the 
Minutes of the previous AGM, for viewing at the meeting, or before the meeting  

on request from the Hon. Secretary. 
 

Please come if you can - AGMs are an important part of the constitution of a charity and 
we are keen that as many of you as possible attend. There will be refreshments! 

 
********************************************************************************************* 

 



 

 

SAVING OUR BEAUTIFUL PARK!! 
 
There has been a great deal in the media over the past months about Save Our Parks so Fields In 
Trust, along with the Daily Mail, are championing that. A great many parks nationwide are being built 

on, concreted over or just ruined in so many ways. 
Fields In Trust are working with Groundwork 
and the National Youth Agency on ‘Future 
Proof Parks’, a £900k Heritage Lottery Fund 
programme which will support Friends of park 

groups and local young people to work together 
in a series of innovative projects to support parks. 

As things stand at the moment, I believe we’ve been very lucky to have 
retained our beautiful park despite the sometimes slightly underhand 
ways some people have tried to sabotage it over the years. Parks all 

around the country are so vital 
for everyone and are a part of 
every day life for many. I personally enjoy an amble round 
Dunorlan Park when I get 
time and I’m still finding little 
nooks and crannies which I 
didn’t know existed. 
Back in November I had a 
stroll and am almost 
ashamed to admit that I got 

‘lost‘. However, as I was in no hurry to get home with it being such a 
lovely day, I just kept walking along the 
next path which appeared and finally 
realised I’d walked round in a circle and 
finished up back at Victoria Grove! I sat 
on the bench there and wondered how on earth I could have ‘lost’ my way. 
But that’s the joy of Dunorlan, you’re 
always finding little cuts- through or paths 
into the bushes and there’s always a 
pleasant surprise at the other end! 
Other people maybe experience the 
same feeling as I did, but with the 
knowledge that they’re not really ‘lost’, 

and if they live on their own, it can be quite an adventure. 
It did make me realise though that those wonderful people who look 

after the park certainly have 
their work cut out. It’s not only the ‘well 
used’ areas which need care and attention, but those aforementioned 
nooks and crannies which have to be tended too. 
We are extremely lucky in Tunbridge Wells to have this wonderful open 
space so we must make the most of it, look after it and spread the word 
about its existence. Don’t you agree????? As I write, a public enquiry is 

going on which will decide whether TWBC can build a new theatre and council offices by encroaching 
onto Calverley Grounds……………………. 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT SOME BIRDS ARE FIGHTING FOR THEIR LIVES? 
 

44 million birds have disappeared since 1966! Some species are found in 
Dunorlan Park but are in decline. Below are just a few birds which are ‘on 

the brink‘……. 
 
Kingfishers can be found near lakes, ponds  
and slow-moving rivers. You’ll hear a  
distinctive single call before you see them  
flash by - rarely seen perching. 
In decline by 17%!                
 

The song thrush, once-familiar songbird in parks and 
gardens. They like messy areas so their decline in gardens 
is due to them being too tidy and the use of slug pellets. 
In decline by 50%! 
 

 
House sparrow numbers have dropped due to the 
removal of outbuildings in parks and gardens. Fewer 
holes are available in new houses for nesting and 
there are fewer insects for them to feed on too. 
In decline by 66%! 
 
 

 
The linnet can be seen 
in hedges, on farmland  
and on the edges               
of suburbia. They can  
be spotted feeding on  
seed heads in winter  
In decline by 55%!                                                                             
 

                                                                                                The Corn Bunting lives on   
                                                                                                rural farmland and is                  
                                                                                               usually seen perched on a wire or       

                  post. In decline by 89%!                                                                                          
 
 
The turtle dove is near UK extinction. For 
those who grew up post-war, its sound will  
be a childhood memory. Would have often 
been seen in gardens  In decline by 98%!                              
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     FRIENDS STALWART VALERIE LE MOIGNAN   
    Valerie is a long-standing member of the       

      Friends of Dunorlan Park 
 
Valerie has had an extensive and varied career both national and 
international, particularly in the European and Asia/Pacific regions. 
As a ‘head-hunter’ in the global hospitality and travel industry, her 
international background and sound business acumen, along with her 
speciality knowledge of the industry, were invaluable to clients 
seeking the most talented executives. 

Valerie studied hotel management in Brighton and went on to work in Hong Kong and London, gaining 
experience in general management, sales and marketing. All useful skills to assist in recruiting more 
Friends, boosting membership and for future FODP events, I’m sure you’ll agree! 
Valerie had known Marion and Robin Christie socially and, shortly after Robin died, Marion suggested 
she join the committee as fresh ideas and an ability to organise social events were right up Valerie’s 
street! So how could she refuse!!! 
Valerie has organised conferences and events for hundreds as well as smaller parties, so her skills 
would prove most useful. She lives within a stone’s throw of the park and it has been a big part of her 
life for walking/training dogs and still is. She also considers herself very fortunate to live so near. 
Valerie says her main role is to organise the Friends two social events in January and July, and prefers 
not to get involved in volunteer gardening or the more horticultural events such as tree walks and fungi 
walks, despite being a lover of trees. I personally think that Valerie’s role stretches beyond the two 
events as she’s full of good ideas and suggestions across the board. Long may that continue………….. 
 
DIANA‘S MEMORIES……… This year the Kent High Weald Partnership [KHWP] will be restoring 
the banks to our small lake island continuing their longstanding and very productive relationship with 

Dunorlan Park and the Friends. 
Our very first FoDP/KHWP volunteer working party was in the 
winter 20-odd years ago - I remember it well because the weather 
was miserable, being very cold, grey and drizzly. But we worked up 
a good head of steam clearing many of the willows which were 
choking the banks of the upper pond. Our next working party under 
the KHWP direction and supervision was a happy event, held in 
late spring in balmy weather. We built the boardwalk across the 
boggy area joining the Oak Grove field and the Upper Meadow. 
There was much laughter as well as hard work with one of the high 
spots being Don Welch, one of our founder members who sadly is 
no longer with us, falling over backwards and ending up spread-
eagled in the muddy pool on one side of the boardwalk.  

As is often the case with volunteering, we all felt a real 
sense of pride and achievement for a job well done - the 
boardwalk is still there and much used which is a testament 
to our brilliant efforts and KHWP’s knowledgeable 
supervision, and if you look down as you cross from the 
meadow, you will see that one of the planks has been 
inscribed THE FRIENDS OF DUNORLAN PARK.                              
 [Thanks to Diana Lamb for this memory and the pics] 
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                        EMAILS AND LETTERS 
             If you would like to comment and/or send feedback                   

about anything in this, past or future 
              Newsletters, we’d be delighted to hear from you. 

 
Val C emailed Chairman Peter and asked for many thanks to be passed on for a great 
Newsletter full of interest, great layout and photos. 
Thank you Val, great to know you’re enjoying the newsletter. 
 
Angela Simpson also emailed and commented saying, “Well done on the latest Newsletter. 
As before, it’s varied and interesting and gives a really good impression of a successful 
community group committed to a wonderful local facility” 
Very kind words Angela, thank you. Everyone tries their best, including the wonderful 
volunteers who give up their spare time to keep the park looking so good.  
 

                                                               EASTER EGG HUNT 
This will be held on Saturday April 20th in Dunorlan 
Park from 2pm to 4pm, meeting near the café. This is a 
free event but any donations would be most 

gratefully received to help with the upkeep of the park. 
Everyone is welcome, particularly children. There will be a 
questionnaire, with clues, to complete based on different areas of the 
park whilst walking around.  Once the questionnaire is complete, it’s to 

be returned to the ‘judges’ for checking and the reward will be a small 
Easter Egg. 

Suitable footwear must be worn although the route taken is on the pathways. Any deviation 
from pathways is taken at the individual’s risk! To register your free place contact 
Judy Guest on 07983 209441, email judy.guest@hotmail.co.uk or Joan Hamilton-
Smith on 01892 539551, email cjay13@hotmail.co.uk.  Happy clue-hunting!!         
 
         POSSIBLE BAT WALK 
Plans are being considered for another Bat Walk, 
possibly on Thursday July 25th from 8pm. Kent High 
Weald Partnership’s Ian Johnstone is looking into 
leading it but has yet to confirm a date and Kent 
Bat Group could be involved. Should this go ahead, 
it will be confirmed in the Summer Newsletter so 
watch this space……….. 
This event is free but booking will be essential as 
spaces are limited to 35. 
There are over 1,000 different species of bats and 
did you know that they have specific neurons which help them create a kind of three-
dimensional compass? They are flying mammals and the only mammals capable of continuous 
flight. They see in the dark using a special skill called echolocation. 
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                                    NOTES FROM THE CHAIR  
                        A few words from our Chairman Peter 
 
My lawn is covered in snow as I write but, by the time you read this, I hope that the 

spring sunshine is caressing your dappled cheeks and a gentle zephyr is whispering 
through the trees of Dunorlan Park. 

This year promises to be an interesting and active one in the park and will include the renovation of the 
second island in the lake led by Kent High Weald Partnership [KHWP]. 
We have a number of activities planned with Judy Guest organising our first ever Easter Egg Hunt to be 
held on 20th April. We hope to run the popular Tree Walk and Fungal Foray and to introduce some other 
new activities. There will also be the Summer Picnic, of course. 
Valerie le Moignan worked hard as ever on the drinks and catering for the January Drinks and Nibbles 
party once again kindly hosted by Marion Christie. Over 40 people attended and we were delighted that 
that included our former Head Gardener Tony Ewins and his wife Liz. 
Following the retirement of Tony’s successor, Cliff Kane, we are pleased to see Pat and Darren working 
hard as the main Sodexo representatives in the park. Robert Schembri of TWBC is arranging a 
walkabout in the park for the Friends’ Committee to see and comment on the work of Sodexo. 
Volunteers continue to play a vital part n the cultivation and maintenance of the park and Kasia from 
TWBC is to be thanked for continuing to provide supervision in all weathers. The filling of bags with 
special food for the wildfowl by residents of Willicombe Park and others continues to be a great success 
- good for the wildfowl and good for our bank balance! 
We are in discussion with TWBC about the need for dogs to be kept on leads in the cultivated part of 
the park. This follows incidents where, for example, park users have been harassed and wildfowl 
chased into the lake. We realise that it is a very small number of dog owners who behave irresponsibly 
but there are enough reported incidents now for a need for action to be taken. 
The Friends traditionally work with TWBC to fund projects such as the renovation of the islands. We are 
fortunate that the involvement of KHWP will greatly reduce the cost of the island renovation compared 
with having to use a commercial contractor. In addition to that, we had some very useful additional 
income last year from some generous donations and from the sale of wildfowl food. We would therefore 
be very interested to receive ideas from members of new projects in the park which could be funded, or 
part-funded, by the Friends. These could be developments that you think would enhance our park but 
would possibly be outside the scope of what could be funded by TWBC. 
Thank you for your continuing support. I hope you will continue to enjoy our lovely park through 2019. 
Peter Russell, Chairman, Friends of Dunorlan Park. 
 
 

 
 

SPRING HAS 
DEFINITELY 
SPRUNG IN 
DUNORLAN 

PARK!!  
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       THANK YOU TO KASIA AT TWBC FOR THEIR LATEST UPDATE 
The Monday Volunteering Group help out with maintenance of the park. Over winter our volunteers 
took care of feeding the waterfowl, clearance of vegetation at the top pond, weaving of the willow tunnel 
at the playground and cutting back stubborn brambles. We are looking forward to Spring gardening now 
and to preparation of the park for the 2019 season of the Bloom competition. 
Just before Christmas we installed additional equipment on the children’s playground - a fantastic rope 

swing big enough to accommodate a whole family, and a bee rocker 
for toddlers. Also a play bridge 
over the unruly stream. Cost of 
the new equipment was 
covered by Section 106 
funding. There is still some 
money left in this playground 
budget which will be used to 

improve drainage of the tyre swing surface and to install new items in the music corner. 
Since Autumn 2018 we’ve received great help from two local schools - Oakley School and Barnardo’s 
Meadow Junior School. Below are a few lines commenting on their activities so far - we hope to 
continue our cooperation for years to come! 
Camilla Gould, teacher at Barnardo’s says: “Pupils from Meadow Junior School continue to enjoy 
their weekly visit to Dunorlan Park. They take great pride in feeding the birds and know they are part of 
the ‘Friends of Dunorlan Park’ club. It is lovely for the pupils to have an area of responsibility and to 
have the chance to spend time in the local community. Many of the pupils don’t live in the area and are 
not familiar with the locality”. 
Sue Hobbs, teacher at Oakley School says: “On Thursday 24th January, Maple class took our Eco 

work into the community when we went to Dunorlan to do a litter 
pick. In very cold weather we walked all around the park collecting 
as much litter as we could find, some of it tucked into bushes and 
blown onto branches. While we were there, several members of the 
public stopped to thank us for looking after the park and said what a 
great job we were doing! Hopefully some of us will go back later in 
the year when the weather is a bit nicer!” 
 

 
A FEW WORDS FROM PETER EVERY - Parks and Sports Team Leader at TWBC 
Dunorlan had another successful year retaining our Green Flag and Green Heritage awards along with 
Gold in the South and South East in Bloom competition and Silver Gilt in the national bloom awards 
which Dunorlan play an important part. Both sets of judges were impressed with the park and 
commented on many of the features, especially the fountain. Going forward into 2019 we have once 
again been invited to take part in the national competition and of course Dunorlan has been entered 
into the S & SE competition in the large park category. 
We continue to receive applications for tree donations to remember loved ones with 10 donations in 
2018 and the trend continuing into 2019. Oaks continue to be popular although we have a number of 
Magnolias and Cherries planted on the lawns leading from Pembury Road car park. We look forward to 
seeing all our trees establish and flower over the summer and years to come. 
The events field will see an increase in events over the summer with Pub In The Park returning and a 
new event Luna Kids open air cinema in August, just in time for the school holidays. We will see the old 
favourites returning with Race for Life in June and the Roundtable firework display in November. Sadly 
the circus have pulled out this year as their dates conflict with another circus in the area, but they have 
assured us they will return next year. Other events have been pencilled in but as yet we have not had 
confirmation from the organisers, but do keep an eye out in the park!   
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PATRICK SEXTON is Dunorlan’s new Head Gardener 
His career in gardening started in 1995 in London after being a cycle courier.  

Pat says: “I studied at Walworth Garden Farm level 1 and 2 NVQ Amenity Horticulture. After 
qualifying I came to work in Tunbridge Wells doing fine turf and sports amongst other things 

e.g. tree work and have been involved ever since until October 2018, when I was lucky enough 
to move to Dunorlan Park. This is a dream for me as I’m currently studying RHS Level 3 DIP at 

Hadlow so, hopefully, between Sodexo, TWBC and the FoDP, we can all move forward. 
Darren, my co-worker, has a wealth of knowledge and I’m lucky to work with him.”  

                                                    

 THE BEAUTY OF TREES 
A tree is the largest living species within nature 
and it’s easy to take them for granted. It’s often 
when they’re gone that we miss them most. 
Climate change, flooding and air quality are all 
vitally important topics, whatever presidents 
might try to tell us! Trees play a vital role in 
regulating all these things and they should be 
highly valued because of their amazing ability to 
take care of our planet. 
Let’s face it, there are plenty of trees in Dunorlan 

Park but do you know they can help us? They provide a host of ecological services for the 
local population by: 
Helping to regulate the surrounding temperature as the shade keeps buildings cool in summer 
and warmer in winter. 
Sheltering roads to make them safer. They 
filter wind and trap snow so that less falls 
on the roads. 
They absorb a huge amount of air 
pollution. 
They store carbon in the woody tissue and 
produce oxygen, releasing it into the 
surroundings. 
They improve biodiversity, providing 

homes and food for insects, birds, mammals and 
plant life. There are nearly 300 insect species 
associated with an oak tree, for example. 
They also provide food for humans in the form of 
berries, fruit and nuts. 
They provide health and wellbeing benefits for 
humans. Studies show that being around trees 
can help reduce the stress hormone cortisol, 
which is known as ‘public health enemy number 
1’.  
Trees can help reduce mental fatigue, anxiety and 

depression. You don’t even have to hug them! Just being near trees is enough. 
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YOU CAN LEAVE A GIFT TO THE FRIENDS IN YOUR WILL. THIS 
WOULD BENEFIT THE RUNNING AND UPKEEP OF THE PARK IN 

SO MANY WAYS.  
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APRIL EVENT TIME VENUE CONTACT 

20th  Easter Egg 
Hunt 

 
 

2pm - 4pm Dunorlan Park 
by the cafe 

Judy Guest 
01892 534203 
judy.guest@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

30th  AGM 6.30pm  Dunorlan 
Park Cafe 

Peter Russell 
fodp@talktalk.

net 
01892 531830 

MAY     

TBC Springfest  All day Dunorlan 
Park 

TWBC  
01892 526121 

TBC Prosecco, Gin 
& Dance 

Event on the 
25th  

Dunorlan 
Park 

TWBC  
01892 526121 

JUNE     

2nd Race For Life All day Dunorlan 
Park 

TWBC 
01892 526121 

8th  Crazy Jeans 
Soapbox 

Race 

All Day Dunorlan 
Park 

 

JULY     

12th - 14th  Pub In The 
Park 

All Day Dunorlan 
Park 

TWBC 01892 
526121 

TBC Friends’ 
Picnic 

1pm - 3pm Dunorlan 
Park 

Valerie le 
Moignan 

07768 611492 

     

SEPTEMBER     

TBC Car Show Various cars 
from super to 

vintage 

Dunorlan 
Park Events 

Field 

 

     

NOVEMBER     

2nd  Round Table 
Fireworks 

Gates open 
5.30pm 

Event starts 
7pm 

Dunorlan 
Park 

 

     



 

 

 
 
 
 

All details correct at the time of going to print! 
 
 

THANKS TO TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH 
COUNCIL FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN PRINTING 

AND COLLATING ‘HARD COPIES’ OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER 
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Chairman  Peter Russell Wildings, Pembury Rd, TW TN2 3QN  
fodp@talktalk.net 

531830 
 

Secretary  Judy Guest judy.guest@hotmail.co.uk  534203 

Membership 
Secretary  

Jenny Russell Wildings, Pembury Rd, TW TN2 3QN 
fodp@talktalk.net 

531830 

Treasurer John Davies johndpdavies@hotmail.co.uk 07803 
605876 

Events 
Organiser 

Valerie 
Le Moignan 

1 Blackhurst Cottages, TW TN2 4RB 
Valeriesara25@btinternet.com 

07768 
611492 

Publicity & 
Newsletter  

Joan Hamilton- 
Smith 

3 St. Peter’s Street, TW TN2 4UX 
cjay13@hotmail.co.uk  

539551 

Website 
Designer 

Rachel 
Luckhurst 

Rachel Luckhurst Photography 
info@rlphotography.co.uk 

824823 

Committee 
Member 

John Cohen johncohen1946@gmail.com 07766 
313047 

Committee 
Member  

Ian Beavis Ian.Beavis@Tunbridgewells.gov.uk 523007 

Committee 
Member 

Rachel Sadler Juicyvegas1983@googlemail.com 07832 
147557 

KHW 
Partnership 

Ian Johnstone ian.johnstone@khwp.org.uk 01580 
212972 

TWBC Parks 
Team 

Peter Every & 
Kasia Olszewska 

parks@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 554031  
(switchboard) 

TWBC Parks 
Team 

Robert Schembri 
Contract Monitor 

robert.schembri@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 554246 
Ext 4113 

TWBC Dawn Gabriel Dawn.Gabriel@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 526121 



 

 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                            


