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PLEASE NOTE THE FRIENDS’ NEW EMAIL 

ADDRESS: dunorlanfriends@gmail.com  
 



 

 

  KEITH’S FUNGAL FORAY    
MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY - 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 24th  
Meet in Halls Hole Road car park at 2.30pm 

Spaces are limited so contact     
dunorlanfriends@gmail.com or  

call 01892 531830 to avoid disappointment 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR  
I have just looked at the piece I wrote for the Summer Newsletter and there 
is a danger of my repeating myself as the year ticks by at a different pace 
for many of us. 
It is certainly worth repeating that Dunorlan Park has been a lifeline to 
many of us during the restrictions caused by the coronavirus. It has been 
very pleasing to see families walking, relaxing, picnicking, boating and 
generally enjoying this wonderful amenity. It is sad, however, to see how many people leave litter 

behind especially at the weekend - not members of the Friends, obviously! 
Our thanks go to Judy and Ruth who have been 
picking up litter every Monday morning to aid the 
Sodexo contractors and also to the Barnardo’s 
Meadows School which is going to join in once term 
starts in September. 
We were not able to run our usual range of events, 
including the Summer Picnic, but Judy did manage to 
organise two very successful bat walks in July and 
August. Numbers were limited and both events were 

fully subscribed. Thanks also to David Scully from Kent Bat Group who led the walk. 
It is very good to see the café reopened, although only for takeaways at present, and also to see the 
boats back on the lake. We were very sorry to hear of the death of Norman Matchett at the great age of 
98. Norman had managed the boats for many years and 
was still selling tickets last season at the age of 97!. 
We are pleased to note that Norman’s son, Peter, and 
his wife Julie, are to continue to manage the boats on 
the lake. 
As soon as the café reopened, David Molloy and 
colleagues from Willicombe Park have resumed filling 
the wildfowl food bags which are available in the café. 
With the park so well used through the summer, the 
demand has been huge and the resulting revenue for 
the Friends is significant. We must have the best fed 
ducks in Kent! 
At the time of writing, we are still hoping to run the Fungal Foray with Keith Palmer on October 24th. I 
hope we can also have our post-Christmas Drinks & Nibbles Party but only time will tell. 
It is partly due to lockdown and a change of pace and a change of priorities that we have had 40 new 
members in 2020. Welcome to them and thanks to all our existing members for your continuing 
support. 
Peter Russell, Chairman, Friends of Dunorlan Park      
 
 



 

 

BUFO - BE ON THE LOOKOUT NEAR OUR LAKE……  
The Common Toad has probably the easiest Latin name to remember - Bufo - and is one of 

the UK’s smallest amphibians. It’s generally brown in colour 
but can range from black to green to yellow. The common 
toad is most active in wet weather (no problem in our 
climate then!) and is mostly found in areas close to water. It 
is also a nocturnal creature, hunting by night and resting by 
day. Bufo is carnivorous, eating mostly insects which can 
be caught in the air by Bufo’s long sticky tongue. It also 
feasts on invertebrates such as spiders and worms. 

Bufo has a number of predators such as cats, dogs, foxes, grass-snakes and hedgehogs due 
to its relatively small size - only 10 to 18cm (4 to 7ins) long. 
The female bufo lays her eggs in water rather than on land, in long strings called toad spawn. 
The tadpoles hatch in the water where they begin the process of metamorphosis which turns 
them from a tadpole into an adult common toad. 
 

SOME OF DUNORLAN PARK’S RESIDENT BIRDS 
You don’t have to leave home to be a bird-watcher and most of the birds you  
see in your own back garden are possibly popping by to visit from our park.  

Here are just a few you can look out for….. 
 
          Robin 

We associate robins with Christmas and winter but they can be 
seen all year round. Males and females look the same and young 
birds don’t have a red breast. They’re also spotted with golden 
brown. Robins sing nearly all year round. Although they look cute, 
they are aggressively territorial and quick to drive away intruders. 
They eat worms, seeds, fruits, insects and other invertebrates.  
                                                                 
                                                                     Great Tit                                                                   

 
The largest UK tit, these are woodland birds which have adapted to 
man-made habitats and become familiar garden visitors. They can be 
quite aggressive at a bird table as they fight off smaller tits. They like 
to eat insects, seeds and nuts. 
 
         Goldfinch  

 
Goldfinches are sociable, often breeding in loose colonies and 
have a delightful liquid twittering song and call. They are seed-
eaters. Make sure you stock up as they often go around in flocks 
and have large appetites. Sunflower hearts or nyger seeds are 
their favourites. 
                                                                           Magpie 

 
 
With its noisy chattering, black-and-white plumage and long tail, there is 
nothing else quite like the magpie in the UK. When seen close-up, it’s easy 
to spot the beautiful iridescent purple, blue and green tones in its feathers.   
 
 
 



 

 

 
        Blue Tit                  

Blue tits are one of our most attractive and recognisable garden 
and park visitors. These cheeky little birds are agile and like 
perching at odd angles. They like to eat insects, caterpillars, 
seeds and nuts. 
 
                                                          Woodpigeon  
 

 
These are the UK’s largest and most common pigeon. 
Although shy in the countryside, they can be tame and appear 
approachable in towns and cities. You are probably familiar 
with their cooing sound. They like to eat crops such as peas, 
grain, cabbages and sprouts. Also buds, shoots, seeds, nuts 
and berries. 
 
       Chaffinch  

Chaffinches are not so keen on using bird feeders and generally 
prefer to shuffle around on the ground, picking up seeds which 
other birds have dropped. They like to eat seeds and insects. 
The patterned plumage helps these birds blend in when they 
feed on the ground. The chaffinch is most obvious when it flies, 
with its flash of white on the wings and white outer tail 
feathers. Male chaffinches have a subtle pink breast, while 
females are more brownish. They both have the distinctive 
black and white flashes on their wings.                
                                                           Wren  

 
The tiny brown wren actually has a loud voice. These birds 
like to eat insects and spiders. It is a regular visitor to most 
parks and gardens and can be seen all year round.    
 
          Dunnock  

Quiet and unobtrusive, the 
dunnock is often seen on its own, creeping along the edge of a 
flower bed or near to a bush, moving with a rather nervous, 
shuffling gait. Some dunnocks are bold enough to brave the 
bird feeder or visit a bird table for any seedy, fatty scraps. But 
mostly they prefer to hide among shrubs or feed on other birds 
leftovers on the ground.               
 

If you wanted to give your feathered visitors from our park the ‘holiday of a lifetime’ when 
they drop in on your garden, the RSPB have some sound advice for feeding. In summer 
months birds require high protein foods, especially when they’re moulting. This includes black 
sunflower seeds, pinhead oatmeal, soaked sultanas, raisins, mild grated cheese, mealworms, 
waxworms and mixes for insectivorous birds without loose peanuts. 
Winter feeding benefits birds most, but food shortages can occur at any time of the year. So 
by feeding all year round, you’ll give them a better chance to survive food shortages 
whenever they may occur.  
Whilst we might be tempted to go mad at gardening whilst at home, perhaps we should relax 
a bit instead. Even by doing nothing, you’re helping to create a home for nature. Mowing your 
lawn less saves you time and helps give nature a home. Rather than rushing into action once 
your flowers have died off, leave them to go to seed. Birds such as goldfinches will appreciate 
the extra food and the seedheads will look so much better than bare earth. 
 



 

 

MOST OF OUR BIRDS ARE NICE AND                        THERE ARE THOSE WHO  
POLITE, BUT THERE’S ALWAYS ONE…..                 ARE MOST DEXTROUS TOO…..  
            “How many more times -                            The chick fell out of the nest. Mum     
               two metres you tit!”                               caught it and dad pushed from below. 

                             What collaboration! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
              
 
 

                                            
 

THERE ARE PLENTY OF THEM ABOUT, EVEN IN OUR PARK, BUT HAVE  
YOU EVER NOTICED THE GEOMETRICAL BEAUTY OF DANDELIONS? 

 
Taraxacum is a large genus of flowering plants in the family Asteraceae, which consists of 

species commonly known as dandelions. The genus is native to Eurasia and North America but 
the two commonplace species worldwide T.officinale and T.erythrospermum were introduced 

from Europe and now propagate as wild flowers. Both species are edible in their entirety! 
 
 



 

 

 REMEMBERING AND REFLECTING ON OUR PARK’S MEMORIAL BENCHES  
In future newsletters, I would like to remember some of the memorial benches in our park. 

They mean a lot to many people and are places to sit, remember and reflect. If you, or 
someone you know, has a bench in the park and you would like it included in our 

newsletters, please drop me an email or write to me with details and, if you can, a little 
story behind the reason for having a bench in our lovely park.  

 
Robin Christie was a founder member of the Friends. He was one of Peter Reynolds’ recruits 

and although some dropped out, Robin quickly 
became a major contributor to the Friends’ 
success. After Peter’s death, Robin assumed his 
mantle and became, as it were, the hub and 
reference point of all our FODP initiatives and 
activities. Typically, when our committee was 
short of volunteers, Robin took on extra 
responsibility. He was our Treasurer, keeping an 
eagle eye on finances, and Membership 
Secretary as well, where he seemed to know all 
our three hundred-odd members personally. He 
and Marion were among the dozen volunteers 

who completed our Millennium Challenge (to walk the full circuit of Bewl Water) in aid of our 
contribution to the Council’s Lottery bid for the park. Robin was a graduate of New College, 
Oxford, and we greatly benefited from his breadth of knowledge, his quick mind and wise 
judgement. All this he combined with amazing energy, warmth and geniality itself. He set a 
pattern for what it is to be a true Friend of Dunorlan Park. 
 
Jo Kent had this bench placed at the Victoria Cross Grove end of the park in 2000, in memory 

of two of her beloved canine friends Nettle and 
Badger. Jo was born on November 1st 1922 and, 
having lived in East Kent, was evacuated to 
South Wales during the war. She trained as a 
teacher at Camberwell College in Doncaster and 
eventually returned to East Kent to work as a 
Primary School teacher. Jo married Jim Kent and 
had two children and continued to work part-
time. They lived in Cambridge Street but when 
Jim died, she moved to Nelson Road. Jo had a 
succession of rescue dogs and took them to 

Hawkenbury URC where she was very involved with the life of the church and the community. 
The church Elders had meetings in her home and she held coffee mornings there every 
Tuesday. She was regularly seen walking her dogs and chatting to locals, inviting them to 
church. She did lots of knitting for Mother Theresa and various animal sanctuaries, crocheting 
and also learned lace-making. Nettle was with her from 1980 to 1996 and Badger from 1985 
to 1999. Jo died on January 24th 2013 and the church was full of family and friends for her 
funeral, a fitting tribute to a much loved lady. 

 
 
 
Liz Males got in touch to say: “My husband 
purchased, I think, two seats, one has ‘Liz and 
Dennis’ on the backrest. They were purchased at a 
request from Dunorlan, when the park was 
refurbished some years ago”. Sadly, there doesn’t 
seem to be a record of the second bench. 
 



 

 

 
Winifred Edith Skipper was born on April 
18th 1919 in Halls Hole Road. Her parents were 
James Pattenden, gardener at Dunorlan when 
it was owned by Mr Carteret Collins, and Mary 
Pattenden. She went to St. Peter’s School then, 
at the age of 11, to Murray House where her 
love of geography and literature started. When 
the war broke out, she joined the Land Army 
and worked at Penshurst for Lord Harding. She 
married Tom Skipper in 1943 and had two sons 
Ben and Paul. Win became a member of Hawkenbury Congregational Church (later URC) and 
was the longest-serving member for many years. After living her married life in Linden 
Gardens, the family moved back to her first home in Hawkenbury to care for her widowed 
father. Win had three great-grandsons and one great-granddaughter. She moved to Sunset 
Lodge in 2007 where she was happy and well loved. She died on Monday October 17th 2011. 
 
Miss Hilton, who had been in charge of St. 
Christopher’s Nursery Training College/Dr 
Barnardo’s Children Home arranged for a bench, 
dedicated to the college, to be set in Dunorlan Park. 
The trainee nurses would walk the children there 
every day. It was commonplace to see groups of 
uniformed ladies pushing prams around the lake. 
Past students all donated money towards this 
installation in 2012 meeting up for the final time and 
in honour of Miss Hilton. The Nursery Training 
College closed in 1974 and St Christopher’s 
continued as a residential Children’s Home until 1985 run by Barnardo’s. 
 

GOODBYE TO OUR ‘BOATMAN’ NORMAN                  

 
It is with great sadness that the Friends record the death of Norman Matchett on July 14th 2020. He was 98. 

Norman, along with his brother Ron who sadly died in 2006, started the boats on Dunorlan lake in 1954. 
He worked the full 2019 season with the boats and kept a watchful eye on everything and everyone in and 
around the boathouse. Norman’s love affair with the park started in 1947 when he and his brother set up a 

canteen in a redundant Second World War trailer and in 1952 they ‘upgraded’ by building a wooden hut 
serving as a café. Two years later they began hiring out boats from a tin hut by the side of the lake with a 
fleet of ten boats and the rest, as they say, is history! Norman’s cheery face and dedication will be greatly 
missed. His son Peter is now in charge at the boathouse so we wish him well and long may he continue in 

his father‘s footsteps! 

 



 

 

CAN YOU REMEMBER WHEN? 
From time to time, I hope to include an event or 
significant mention about our park in our Newsletters 
and wonder if you will be able to remember when it 
was publicised. It’s just for fun! The year will do but, 
if you remember the specific date, that would be 
amazing! This issue’s article was in the Courier quite 
some years ago. There are one or two subtle hints 
included…..        
Answer on the last page 

 
HEADLINE  WAS - “SOME SIMPLE EQUATIONS” 

The towering trees of Dunorlan Park, Tunbridge Wells were measured by curious visitors 
armed with sticks, string and tins on Saturday. Time-honoured measuring methods were 
revealed in a talk by Richard Gosling, a member of the charitable group Friends of Dunorlan 
Park, just over a year after the Friends was formed in July 1997. 
Mr Gosling passed on practices he became interested in whilst studying Greek and Classics at 
Cambridge University. He built upon discoveries made by an ancient theoretical scientist, 
Thales in 550BC, who measured the Pyramids with this technique. 
He told the Courier: “The equations were something I have thought about on and off since 
my student days. They are dead easy and just need an awful lot of rope.” 
The method involves comparing heights using a basic view-finder. “I have built upon these 
simple ideas and thought they would really interest people because they are so 
straightforward and easy to master. Everybody from small children to grandparents can use 
the system,” he said. According to fellow member of the friends of Dunorlan Park, Peter 
Reynolds, the grounds boasts 2,000 trees and bushes, half of which are described in the 
Collins Field Guide to Trees as notable.  
Spectators on Saturday toured the park and calculated the height of their favourite ferns, the 
best beech or oldest oak. 
It was a very enjoyable and worthwhile day, said Mr Gosling. “I found out a lot of information 
which will help me and I discovered a flaw in the system which I can now eliminate. I think 
everyone had a wonderful time.” 
 

THE WEIRD AND WONDERFUL IN OUR LAKE! 
 
The emperor dragonfly, the biggest British dragonfly, 

holds its wings at right angles to its body. The 
male’s body is electric blue; the female’s is a 
greenish-blue. 
 

Britain’s largest pond snail has a shiny yellow shell that tapers to 
a point like an ice-cream cone. It feeds on 
plants, animals, small fish and other snails.  

 
Standing on the pond surface like a house on stilts, these 
big-eyed pond skaters feed on insects and detect ripples 

using hairs on their body and legs.  
 

Brown with yellow stripes and only 0.5 - 1.5cm long, these 
lesser water boatmen are common in ponds. Their hind legs 
are covered in tiny hairs which help them float. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

       KIERAN’S FINAL BIRD SURVEY  
Having done a sterling job since November 2019, Kieran has now 
moved away so is no longer able to continue with the surveys. We 
thank him for his time and effort keeping us all informed about the birds in our 
park and for helping the Friends in various other ways. 

 
Birds of high conservation concern shown in red; medium conservation concern in amber; 

no conservation concern in green; no background colour are introduced or escaped. 

 
 

CAN YOU HELP DUNORLAN FRIENDS PLEASE? 
WE’RE LOOKING FOR A BIRD SURVEYOR 

Would you, or someone you know, consider taking over Kieran’s role? It’s not a 
daunting task but would help if you had a more than basic knowledge of birds and 
can identify individual species. All we ask would be a two-monthly update of the 

birds in the park, and those details can be put on our noticeboards around the park 
for everyone to see. 

If you can help, contact our chairman Peter on 01892 531830 or email him  
at dunorlanfriends@gmail.com. Thank you very much. 

 
 

OUR BAT WALKS 
The two Bat Walks went very well, the weather was perfect and a variety of bats 

were heard, from the pipistrelle to the elusive noctule out 
hunting in good light and perfect conditions. Organiser Judy 
said: “There were nice manageable groups of people, all very 
pleased to be out in the fresh 
air enjoying the park. David 
Scully from Kent Bat Group 
led the walk and was very 
knowledgeable about bats. He 
was ably assisted by Ian  
Johnstone from KHWP (Kent 
High Weald Project) who 
kindly provided bat detectors 

for everyone. 
Yet again the highlight of the walks was watching the bats zoom along the torch-lit 
lake catching their supper. 
One email received after the July Bat Walk said: “Thank you very much for co-
ordinating the Bat Walk this evening. It was such an enjoyable evening and we were 
fortunate to see so many bats. The talk was very interesting too.”                                                     
Credit to Oli Reddy for the photos 

Blue Tit Woodpigeon  Canada Goose  

Great Tit Magpie  Mistle Thrush 

Goldcrest Carrion Crow Song Thrush  

Robin Moorhen  Starling  

Wren Mallard   

Goldfinch Greylag   

Blackcap Black-headed gull   

Nuthatch  Grey Heron Total number of species for 
Blackbird  Egyptian Goose July 19th = 22 



 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH  
As always, it’s great to hear your comments on the newsletter. If you have 

anything specific you might like to see in the future, do 
get in touch with me and I’ll see what I can do.  
 
Jane M emailed: “Thank you so much for sharing this 

entertaining newsletter. Please pass on my thanks and 
congratulations to the committee and especially Joan for continuing 
with the newsletter.”   Thank you Jane, we are so pleased you 
enjoyed it. 

Greta G wrote in to say: “Enjoyed the newsletter a great deal. 
Thank you so much for all that you and the committee do for the Park. What would we do 
without you, especially in recent weeks.” Thank you Greta, glad you enjoy the newsletters. All 
the committee appreciate your thanks. 
Adele G and Anne M both telephoned chairman Peter and mentioned the newsletter, so 
Peter passed their details on to me. Thank you to you both for lovely comments. 
Freda A wrote to say: “A big thank you for my Summer newsletter, so uplifting of photos for 
all my favourite memories, having picnics and walking and experiencing Mother Nature…..” 
Thank you Freda for all your kind words. 

It’s so lovely, especially for me, to hear all your wonderful comments  
and how much you enjoy the newsletters. At the time of writing this, we are all 
still in a slightly less intent lockdown, so to be able to perhaps add a little colour 

and interest to your lives is so uplifting for me. I really enjoy putting the 
newsletters together, with help from other committee members of course, so it’s 

great to know how much you like reading them. Thank you. 
 

Long-time supporter and Friend of Dunorlan Park Gill Twells, who died in 2019, 
left the Friends a very generous legacy in her Will. Gill loved the park so the 

Friends will make sure her very kind donation will be put to good use maintaining 
the park of which she was so fond. 

The photos show Gill and family enjoying the park and cafe in the 1960s! 
Thank you to daughter Helena for these. 

 
 
 

I’m sure you will all join me in saying a big thank you to Ian and 
his team for keeping the café going as much as they could during 
lockdown restrictions. His organisational skills are amazing and it 

works so well. On my first visit to the park for several weeks, 
with my son Duncan, I wondered what I would encounter and 
was so pleased it was organised and well socially distanced, 

which immediately removed any qualms I had. I’m sure others 
have felt the same so a big shout out to Ian and Co for their total 

consideration for others. 

 
 



 

 

JOHN COHEN is a member of our Friends committee 
and this is what he says about his involvement with 

Dunorlan Park: 
“I visited Dunorlan Park one day in 2007 after recently retiring from 
a lifetime of working in London. I was mulling over options for 
pursuing new local interests. The focus of my career in the Dept 
for Business had been international development, so I was looking 
forward to spending some of my newly-available time on things 
which interested me locally. 
As I stood reading about the park on the information board, I saw that volunteers were being sought to 
help keep the park in good trim. I was painfully aware how little I knew about plants, shrubs and trees, 
in spite of buying large books on the subject which I rarely looked at. But perhaps I could offer myself 
as a volunteer and try to fill some gaps in my knowledge? 
The number to call belonged to the then Head Gardener, one Tony Ewins, so I made the call and 
shortly afterwards found myself having a cup of tea in the café with a friendly, amusing character with a 
twinkle in his eye who enquired about my previous experience (none), and willingness to help (much). 
He took me on as volunteer no 1 and for ten years, with a growing band of others, I turned up on a 
Monday to spend the morning doing whatever jobs Tony had planned for us: weeding, pruning, tree-
trimming, leaf-clearing, path edging, fence building, planting, mulching, bramble-clearing, aquatic bog 
clearing and so on. We knew immediately we were in the hands of a professional gardener of the 
highest calibre. His gentle, encouraging manner and good humour meant we learned a lot and, over 
time, we developed a strong and increasingly knowledgeable bond both with the park and each other. 
Thanks Tony.” 

 
HE’S ON THE FIRST RED LIST FOR  

BRITISH MAMMALS…..  
Very disheartening to find out that the hedgehog 
has been included in the first red list for British 

mammals. It’s important to do what we can to help 
the declining population so, maybe a few tips 

below could help, both in parks and gardens….. 
 
 
Remove hazards which can cause harm to our prickly 
visitors. 

Pesticides such as slug pellets, barbed wire, netting, bonfires, some wood preservers and gardening 
tools like strimmers are all potentially fatal to hedgehogs. 
Take a walk around and look out for any cosy, dry, sheltered places where a hedgehog might like to 
nest. Thick hedges, dense brambles, scrub 
patches and hedgehog houses are all 
possible spots. 
Consider planting hedges as these provide 
ideal shelter and provide food for lots of 
wildlife. 
Put out a dish of fresh water and some tinned 
dog or cat food every night. 
Help hedgehogs find food by leaving some 
areas of wilderness with long grass, dead 
wood and leaves so they can forage for bugs 
and grubs. 
If the weather is hot, it’s important to put out water for hedgehogs and it will help all the other wildlife  
too. 



 

 

A WAY OF HELPING THE FRIENDS OF DUNORLAN PARK  
TO CONTINUE THEIR VITAL WORK IN THE PARK IS BY  

LEAVING A LEGACY IN YOUR WILL 
For further details call 01892 531830 or email dunorlanfriends@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

All details correct at the time of going to print! 
THANKS TO TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

IN PRINTING AND COLLATING ‘HARD COPIES’ OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

                             
Answers:  
Can you remember when? - March 27th 1998!  
And finally - barbecue   picnic area   garden shed   hot tub   spade 
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