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THE CHANGING SEASONS IN OUR PARK 
 

 

 

BEAUTIFUL AT ANY TIME OF THE YEAR! 
 
 
 



 

 

 A FEW WORDS FROM OUR  
 CHAIRMAN PETER 

We are publishing Joan’s excellent Summer Newsletter early this year to cheer 
you up in times of lockdown. We hope that all our Members are coping well in 
these difficult times and that we will all be able to gather together for Friends’ 

events before too long. We have already had to postpone the AGM and cancel 
the summer picnic. We are still in discussion with Ian Beavis about whether 
the moth event planned for June can go ahead in some form, perhaps with 

pictures of the moths displayed on our Facebook page. If this does happen, the 
pictures will also feature in the Autumn newsletter for those who do not have technology to view online. 
In the meantime, Dunorlan Park remains open for business and is an inspiring and safe place to take 
daily exercise. The Friends have encouraged TWBC to argue against any possible Police pressure to 
close the park. The social distancing rules have been displayed by the Council and need to be 
observed by all, of course, including the runners! 
The Coronavirus outbreak has slowed down our hectic lives 
and given us time to think and to observe. I have found it 

fascinating to walk 
in the park on a 

daily basis and to 
see magnolia 
flowers, for 
example, slowly 
unfold.  
Many of us saw eight 
new ducklings born 
very early with, sadly, 

only four surviving. Obviously, it is not now possible to obtain 
duck food from the café which is closed for the duration. The 
Friends have made some provision for wildfowl feeding but 
members are encouraged to help. Bread should not be used, of 
course, but proper seed can be obtained from some 
supermarkets and pet food stores. 
If it is not disloyal for me to suggest it, I would recommend a change of scene by visiting Grosvenor & 
Hilbert Park if you live within striking distance. After its redevelopment using Heritage Lottery Funds, 
the park boasts many features including a lake and separate wetlands area, woodland board walk, 
community orchard, allotments and a café (when it re-opens). 
If you are becoming short of reading matter, we now have copies on sale of the new edition of James 
Akehurst’s publication ‘The Dunorlan Story’. This illustrated 40 page booklet gives the complete 
history of Dunorlan Park and the original Dunorlan House. There are fascinating insights into the 
families who lived there with reproductions of photographs going back to the 1870s. The purchase price 
is just £5 and copies may be obtained by phoning me on 01892 531830 or emailing fodp@talktalk.net.  
Once again, I hope all our members keep safe and well in these unprecedented times and I hope we 
will be able to see you at Friends’ events in the not-too-distant future. 
Peter Russell, Chairman, Friends of Dunorlan Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

BEES HAVE BEEN DECLARED THE MOST 
IMPORTANT LIVING BEINGS  

ON THE PLANET! 
At a meeting of the Royal Geographic Society of London, 
Earthwatch Institute declared bees the most invaluable 
species on this 
planet. If bees were 
to disappear today, 
mankind would 

follow suit very soon! Scientists and wildlife experts 
have joined bees to the list of species which are 
doomed to extinction in the near future if humanity 
does not do something about its most beneficial 
insects. 
The loss of bees would be disastrous as they are 
irreplaceable. There are more than 20,000 species of bees yet an overwhelming number of 
them do not live in hives. They vary in size from 2mm to 4cm and do not adapt well to new 
plant types. 
75% of the food crops that produce the seeds and fruits we consume are influenced, at least 
partly, by pollination. 87 of the leading food crops worldwide are supported wholly, or partially, 
by pollination. This, in turn, feeds thousands of animal and bird species.  
The decline in the bee population would adversely affect major crops such as coffee, cocoa, 
almonds, tomatoes and apples, to name just a few.  
The oldest known sweetener and also the healthiest, honey, has been much sought after since 
ancient times. The total export of leading honey-producing nations was worth $2.4billion way 
back in 2009. This is another vast source of food which would just disappear with the bees. 
 

THORN STARS! 
I suspect very few of us are happy around brambles and the mere mention 
of the word can make the hardiest of gardeners shudder. But, did you know 

that not all brambles are ‘thugs’? 
There are plenty which can be 

welcomed into any plot of garden. 
Known colloquially as ornamental 
brambles, these multi-stemmed 
deciduous shrubs are admired for 
their flowers, foliage and, in some 
cases, even their prickly shoots. 

Both ornamental brambles and their thuggish, weedy relatives 
belong to the rubus plant family which includes a number of plants familiar to gardeners. Among them 
are ground-cover stalwarts such as Rubus tricolor and fruit-bearing species such as blackberries, 
raspberries and loganberries. Ornamental species are largely native to China but, since their 
introduction to our shores, from 1818 to the start of the 20th Century, wild ones have been joined by a 
number of showy varieties created by horticulturists.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Ornamental brambles are happy in just about any soil as long as it’s moist and free-draining. Five 
brilliant brambles are Rubus Benenden, Rubus Cockburnianus ‘Goldenvale’, Rubus 
Spectabilis ‘Olympic Double’, Rubus Thibetanus and Rubus Thibetanus ‘Silver Fern’.  
 
                                                                    



 

 

CAMERAS AT THE READY!   
It’s the Blooming Marvellous Photo Competition 2020   

Trees of Tunbridge Wells 
Royal Tunbridge Wells In Bloom are looking for photographs that capture the beauty of trees 

growing in our parks and town. The best images will 
be displayed in October in the town. 
The photo can be 
taken in both 
landscape or 
portrait  
but high-resolution 
is needed. 
 

 
Photos are to be submitted in digital format on email 
BloomPhoto@tunbridgewells.gov.uk - by Friday September 11th.To ensure its delivery, 
please send one image per email.  
Maximum three pictures per person. 
Please include: the photograph name; title of the image; where it was taken; if the 
photographer is under 18, please include their age. 

 
CELEBRATING ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS IN BLOOM 

The first residents’ competition in 2010 received 49 entries. Last year the committee received 
264 entries. How it has grown! Royal Tunbridge Wells In Bloom is a keen and successful 
competitor in South & South East In Bloom and is now also beginning to make a mark on the 
national RHS Britain In Bloom competition. 
None of this would be possible without the supporters: 
Friends’ groups, residents, schools, businesses, sponsors, 

contractors, 
colleagues at Kent 
High Weald 
Partnership, 
Sherwood Shed and 
all the gardening 
volunteers who 
help, come rain or 
shine! 
All the 

above is true but, I would like personally to 
thank all the staff and volunteers who help in 
Dunorlan Park be they ‘resident’ gardeners or 
anyone coming in from outside the park to 
ensure it is kept beautiful for every single person 
who visits. If it wasn’t for them, the park would 
not be in the position it is, having won numerous 
awards in past years. Long may that continue 
and wouldn’t it be wonderful if more awards 
were forthcoming in this 10th celebration year… 

 
 



 

 

ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS IN BLOOM - UPDATE ON COVID-19 as at 25/3/2020 
(I’ve been trying desperately not to mention this virus-thingy as I think we’ve all just about had enough,  

but this is important for anyone planning to take part in any of the competitions) 
 
The decision by the Royal Horticultural Society to suspend the Britain in Bloom finals for 2020 has not 
been made lightly. The RHS know how much work they and other finalists have put in but the health 
and wellbeing of everyone is paramount. 
South and South East in Bloom is planning to continue in 2020 but with a much-reduced format. 
Desktop judging is being planned as a means of maintaining involvement and momentum this year. 
Royal Tunbridge Wells in Bloom committee decided to cancel the main Bloom social events and to 
reduce the scale of the local gardening competition. The RTW in Bloom will continue but with a much-
reduced format (this decision will be revised accordingly to Government advice) The garden 
competition will go ahead this summer but only for the residential entries which are visible from the 
street and do not require appointment arrangements. The competition categories will be: Best Basket; 
Planter/Tub/Container; Best Street and Flats; Best Front Patio/Balcony; Best Front Garden; Best 
Wildlife Garden; Best Allotments.  
The following competitions are still being run for children and adults: 
Blooming Marvellous Photo Competition - see previous article. Photos from previous years will be 
accepted. 
Weekly photo competition on RTW in Bloom social media. Please post on their platforms your update 
on your windowsill, garden, basket or a pot. A winner will be selected every Friday. 
Mighty Moths - Art competition for children. Scan/photo the artwork and email to 
BloomPhoto@tunbridgewells.gov.uk, stating the child’s name and age. Closing date is June 1st. . 
Being 10 - writing competition for children who are ten years old. All children born in 2010 can share 
their experience of being ten years old by poem or short narrative and email to 
competition@royaltunbridgewellsinbloom.org.uk by July 31st. The competition will be judged by Sarah 
Salway, prize-winning short-story writer and poet based in Tunbridge Wells. 
Royal Tunbridge Wells in Bloom reserve the right to use winning entries in any promotional publicity. 
Entered work should not have won any previous competitions. 

 
THE GLORIOUS GARDEN 

A beautiful little poem but do you know who wrote it? 
 
From Mother Earth, the silent force                             At simple work - no brain required - 
Of all that grows; the only source                                 Just artless labour until tired. 
Of sustenance for man and beast                                But if they knew what love, what care 
Comes food and drink and floral feast.                         Is lavished upon landscape bare, 
   
Disparage not their brilliant hues,                                  From far Caithness to deepest Devon, 
But give them each their rightful dues;                          Creating here a glimpse of heaven, 
For they alone enrich the land,                                      They’d doff their caps and beg our pardon, 
The soul, the spirit and the grand                                  Joyful in the glorious garden. 

 
Designs of those who’d shape the earth 
To please man’s senses. Know their worth 
And value, too, the gardeners’ craft; 
They sowed the seeds while others laughed 
*Answer on the last page! 
 

 
 
 



 

 

A  CHILDREN’S VEGGIE QUIZ 
Grown-ups can play too!  

Can you guess what these vegetables are? ***Answers on the last page. 
 

 
   1. They are in the same family as parsnips, parsley and celery. 
 Are mainly orange in colour but not always! 
 

 
 
 
2. A salad plant in which you might take off to the moon! 

 
 

 
 
3. They need support when growing so are tied to a cane with                                                              
string. 

 
 
 
4. This is actually a fruit but can be eaten in salads or with steak 
and chips! 
 

 
 
5. These can be mistaken for cucumbers as they’re the same colour 
and similar size! 

 
 

 
 
6. What is this small onion called? It can be used for pickling. 

 
 

 
 
7. This is a pumpkin. Do you know what it is called in America? 

 
 
 
 

8. Do you know which family of plants cabbages belong to? 
 
 
 



 

 

SOAPBOX RACE - POSTPONED 
The race, due to be held in Dunorlan Park in 
June, has been postponed until June 2021. 
The two nominated causes Hospice in the 
Weald and Nourish Foodbank are joined by 
West Kent Independent State School 
Partnership, ambassadors Max Chilton, 

Rosemary Shrager and Tom Swift and all the teams taking part, in backing the 
decision not to proceed this year. Anyone who has bought tickets for this year will 
be contacted as soon as possible and either be given the option to carry them over 
into next year, convert them into donations to be split between the two nominated 
causes or receive a refund. 

 
PUB IN THE PARK - RESCHEDULED 

 
Tom Kerridge has announced that Pub in the Park, due 
to be in Dunorlan Park in July, has now been 
rescheduled for August 21st to 23rd. It is hoped that 
the vast majority of the line-ups will remain the same. 
Existing tickets will be valid for the new dates. 

 
 

 
 
 

KIERAN’S SURVEY BIRDS IN DUNORLAN 
PARK 

From APRIL 7th  

Blue Tit Mistle Thrush Moorhen  
Great Tit Great Spotted Woodpecker Buzzard  
Coal Tit Dunnock  Grey Heron 
Robin  Chiffchaff  Mallard  
Wren  Goldcrest  Greylag  

Goldfinch  Nuthatch  Herring Gull  
Greenfinch  Wood Pigeon  Mute Swan 

Chaffinch  Magpie  Canada Goose  
Tree creeper  Carrion Crow   

Blackbird  Blackcap   
BIRDS OF HIGH 

CONSERVATION CONCERN 
SHOWN IN RED 

BIRDS OF MEDIUM 
CONSERVATION CONCERN 

SHOWN IN AMBER 

BIRDS OF NO 
CONSERVATION CONCERN 

SHOWN IN GREEN 

 BIRDS WITH NO BACKGROUND 
COLOUR ARE INTRODUCED OR 

ESCAPED 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SPECIES FOR APRIL 7th   28 



 

 

TITBITS YOU CAN DISH UP FOR YOUR FEATHERED FRIENDS 
One of the joys of feeding birds is that you can place the bird table right 
outside a window to get a good look at them. A bird book or app would 
help you identify them and, the more you learn, the more fascinating they 
get! 
Put out food every day between November and mid-May. In early 
summer, avoid anything which might choke fledglings - so no peanuts or 
dry bread. In winter, calorific food is best such as seeds, nuts and fat. 
Pastry, porridge oats and cooked rice always get eaten fast and fruit is 
good, especially for blackbirds and 
thrushes. Grated cheese is popular as 

well as cooked (not raw) potatoes. Avoid salty food such as crisps. 
You can buy meal-worms which robins, tits and wrens gobble up. 
Sunflower seeds, fat balls or suet blocks, preferably hanging in a 
protected cage so tits can land on them without being bullied by 
aggressive birds, are popular. 
Another way of making sure all the food doesn’t get snaffled by 
pigeons and starlings is to find an old log with lots of cracks and 

crevices, and pour seed over it. The 
smaller birds will extract every last bit from the fissures which bigger 
ones can’t reach.  
If you’re considering a nest 
box, it should be made of 
wood and should be at least 
15mm thick for insulation. 
Metal or plastic can cause the 
nest to overheat. 
Boxes should be nailed 
together rather than glued so 

water can drain, and with a couple of holes in the base to ensure 
rain can drain out quickly. 
The box should be 2-5 metres above the ground in a site that’s sheltered from rain, bright sunlight and 
the prevailing wind. Ideally it should face north-east. 
Try not to place too close to another nest box of the same type as this may provoke aggression 
between neighbours! 
Make sure the entrance hole is easily accessible and open-fronted boxes should be hidden from view, 
ideally attached to a wall or fence and surrounded by shrubs or climbers. 
Ensure predators such as cats and squirrels can’t get into 
the box. Fixing a metal plate around the hole will stop 
intruders enlarging it to gain access. 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
LONG ARM OF THE LAWN! 

It sounds amusing but there are some helpful hints included! 
A good weapon in the fight against crime is, according to Police, a privet hedge! As well as 

impenetrable hedges, other suggestions include choosing plants with thorns or spiky leaves to 
deter crooks, or tall thin trees such as cypress which provide nowhere to hide. 

 
NO SNEAK THIEF 

Gravel scattered around the garden and near doors will ensure than any burglars approaching the 
house will crunch it noisily underfoot, alerting homeowners.  
 

               THEY’RE NICKED (and cut) 
 
Placed under windows and/or around boundaries, plants with spiky 
leaves such as prickly ivy or Osmanthus heterophyllus, a variety of 
olive with holly-like, 
sharp-toothed leaves, will 
deter the unwary. 

 
 

                               
                                                INSPECTOR COARSE 

Plants with spiky shoots 
such as the spiny firethorn, or purple Japanese barberry, will cut into 
the flesh of anyone crawling through the garden.    
         
                                     PRIVET ARMY 
A privet hedge planted around the boundary is prohibitively difficult to 
get through. Plant in front of mesh steel fencing - the robust material 
is too tough to cut 
through or kick in. 

 
  YOUR OWN SUPERGRASS 

Slender-stemmed shrubs and grasses such as verbena, 
don’t grow too thickly so you can see                          
anyone behind them. Tall, thin trees such as cypress 
varieties are impossible to hide behind or to climb. 
 
                 SUSPENDED SENTENCE                                                                              
With a pergola with poles that rotate, anyone trying  
to shimmy up the structure will swiftly find themselves  
falling back down to earth. But roses can still climb it!                           CRIMESPOTTERS 

Low-voltage lighting means there won’t be any  
shadows in which to hide, but it won’t be bright  

enough to disturb your sleep inside. 
 

 



 

 

AN UPDATE FROM KASIA AT TWBC 
Due to the outbreak of Covid-19, sadly weekend 
volunteering sessions had to be suspended from mid-
March. Before the change, we had a few really good 
sessions and the largest group ever, with a couple of 
new volunteers from the parkrun joining us. We cleared 
the bee bed by the terrace to make it ready for the 
summer season. Nick, at KHWP, started construction of 
protective fencing around the old oak by the café, to 
prevent further soil compaction and erosion of the tree 

root area. Lots of work was planned for this spring and 
summer - planting of the bedding at the terrace, topping 
up bee beds, further lake-edge repair, weeding. I bet 
there will be a lot of bramble clearance to be done once 
we are back in the park! 
A few trees were lost across the Tunbridge Wells parks 
during this spring‘s storms, some of them in Dunorlan 
Park. Four Deodar Cedars have been lost from the 
Avenue as well as the nearly 150-year-old English Oak 
which fell across the cascade garden. It took Treework a few days to dismantle it. Thankfully 
damage to the historic Pulhamite cascade is minimal. 
The Royal Horticultural Society has suspended the Britain in Bloom finals for 2020. South & 
South East decided to do desktop judging only and we will be submitting a portfolio for the 
town and short summaries for our parks, including Dunorlan. The Royal Tunbridge Wells in 
Bloom committee decided the garden competition will go ahead this summer but only for 
residential entries which are visible from the street. We also run art and photo competitions for 
children and adults. For updates, check www.royaltunbridgewellsinbloom.org.uk and find us on 
Facebook @RoyalTunbridgeWellsinBloom and Twitter @RTWinBloom.  

 
 

A FEW ‘GARDEN’ ONE-LINERS IN THE HOPE OF MAKING YOU SMILE (or groan!) 
and, let’s face it, that’s something we could all do with right now - the smile that is! 

 
WHY IS HULK SUCH A GOOD GARDENER? HE’S GOT GREEN FINGERS 
 
A FRIEND DUG A HOLE IN THE GARDEN AND FILLED IT WITH WATER. I THINK HE 
MEANT WELL….. 
 
POURED BEER OVER MY GARDEN BEFORE PLANTING THE LAWN. I HOPED IT WOULD 
COME UP HALF CUT! 
 
HOW DO YOU MAKE AN APPLE PUFF? CHASE IT ROUND THE GARDEN 
 
YET AGAIN, SOMEONE HAS ADDED SOIL TO MY ALLOTMENT. THE PLOT THICKENS… 
 
Sorry, oldies but goodies! 

 
 



 

 

On this penultimate page in past years there has always been a diary of upcoming 
events organised by Dunorlan Friends and/or Tunbridge Wells Borough Council. 

However, due to the current global situation, I feel it is inappropriate to speculate when, 
or even if, the regular events will take place. As a consequence I am adding a few 

photos from past events and we can only hope that any postponed events will be soon 
be able to recommence, and cancelled events will be back in the diary for 2021. 

One event, Keith’s Fungal Foray, was incorrectly shown in the Spring Newsletter as 
August 24th. On the off-chance it is able to take place, it will in fact be on October 24th.  

All other details were correct at the time of printing. My apologies to Keith for my error. 
 
So, endeavouring to keep you on your toes, can you say to which events in the past the 
photos belong? All have been included in previous newsletters over the past two plus 

years. Were you taking notice???   
There is one photo of each event - except one! Can you spot which event has  

two photos included? **Answer on the last page! 
 

            
 

            
 

               
 

                                                       
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

All details correct at the time of going to print! 
THANKS TO TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

IN PRINTING AND COLLATING ‘HARD COPIES’ OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

                             
 
 
*The poem was written by Alan Titchmarsh! 
**Photo quiz: from L to R - Summer Picnic,  Fungal Foray,   Bat Walk,   In Bloom,   Easter Egg Hunt,   Tree Walk,   
Moth Identification,   Oakley School Volunteers,   Friends Of Dunorlan Park Volunteer group,   Fungal Foray 
*** Veggie quiz: 1. Carrots  2. Rocket  3. Broad beans  4. Tomatoes  5. Courgettes  6. Shallots  7. Squash   
8. Brassica   
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