
 

 

FRIENDS OF DUNORLAN PARK 
WINTER NEWSLETTER 2019 

 

 
THE FRIENDS’ COMMITTEE WISH ALL OUR FRIENDS 

AND SUPPORTERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
VERY HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 

 
OUR DRINKS & NIBBLES EVENING 

 WILL BE HELD AT BARNARDO’S,  
Meadow School - Ravensdale Campus,  

WILLICOMBE PARK TN2 3ND 
First left off Sandhurst Road from the Pembury Road end 

ON FRIDAY JANUARY 10th FROM 6pm to 8pm 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME - DO BRING FAMILY  

AND FRIENDS FOR OUR GET-TOGETHER 
Limited parking is available at the school 

 
 
 



 

 

PROBABLE FRIENDS’ EVENTS FOR 2020 
The Friends are hoping the ever-popular events from 2019 can be repeated next year 

and these will include an Easter Egg Hunt, Bat Walk(s), Fungal Foray, possible Evening 
or Morning Bird Walks [plans are afoot regarding these!], Summer Picnic and much 

more. Dates and details will, of course, be featured in the Newsletters, in the local press 
and on social media, so do look out for them. You would be made most welcome at 

any/all the events and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

DURING THE WINTER MONTHS, THE 
WILDFOWL ON THE LAKE CAN STRUGGLE 
TO FIND ENOUGH TO EAT AND, AS A 
CONSEQUENCE, STAY WARM. PLEASE 
HELP THEM SURVIVE THE HARSHER 
MONTHS OF THE YEAR BY UTILISING SOME 
OF THE SPECIAL BIRD FOOD, AVAILABLE 
FROM THE CAFÉ. A SMALL DONATION 
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED SO 
THE FRIENDS CAN CONTINUE TO SUPPLY 
FOOD FOR THE LAKE’S MANY RESIDENTS.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!                                               
 

 
SECOND BAT WALK   

 
Organiser Judy pulled out all the stops for this 
second Bat Walk and there were 30 Friends of 
Dunorlan Park members who attended the 
event run by Val Sutton from Kent Bat Group 
and ably assisted by Ian Johnstone from Kent 
High Weald Partnership. Judy said: “The bats 
were out in force and we were able to see and 
hear them with our detectors. The finale was 
amazing, watching the bats skim the lake 
collecting their food. It looks like we might well 
be back next summer!” 
Thanks to warm weather the bats were out 
hunting for food and believe me, they eat a lot 
of it! Most bats eat insects and are called 
insectivores. They like to eat beetles, moths, 
mosquitoes and more. One little brown bat can 
eat up to 500 mosquito-sized insects in an hour! That’s a lot of insects and some bat colonies have 
millions of bats. Just imagine how many more insects there would be without these little insectivorous 
creatures! There are some bats which like to eat fruit, seeds and pollen from flowers. These bats are 
called frugivores. Their favourite foods are mangoes, bananas, figs and dates. There are even bats 
which drink blood! Only three species of bats do this and they all live in Central and South America. 
And don’t worry - they don’t like to drink human blood! 
 
Issue 4/2019                                                                                                                                                                                                    Page 2 
 
 
 



 

 

        FUTURE PROOF PARKS 
Future Proof Parks is part of the National 
Heritage Fund ‘Kick The Dust’ programme, 
which aims to get more young people 
interested and involved in preserving their 
local heritage. Fields In Trust is a partner in 
the Future Proof Parks programme which is 
led by Groundwork and The National Youth 
Agency and is focused on heritage parks 
and green spaces. 
As council resources for maintenance and park development are declining, more work is falling 
to volunteers and Friends of groups; yet these volunteers are often drawn from a narrow 
demographic - frequently older individuals. Crucially the Future Proof Parks project is 
supporting Friends of groups and local young people to work together on heritage park 
projects whilst increasing the numbers and range of community members who volunteer to 
support their local green spaces. Overall this is a three-year programme which will engage 
around 880 young people across England in five hub locations, to learn more about their local 
historic park heritage, join their local Friends of groups and volunteer to preserve the local 
spaces that matter to the communities in which they live. The aim is to see at least 180 young 
people take on leadership roles within the programme and continue their support of local parks 
and green spaces beyond the project completion. 

 
OUR SPECIAL 

VICTORIA CROSS GROVE 
Victoria Gross Grove and the Memorial had a bit of a 
makeover in October, ready for the Remembrance Day 
service on November 11th.  
Thanks to Peter 
Every at TWBC, a 
shingle path, with a 
wood edging, was 
laid from the Ten 
Brave Men And 
True plaque just 

inside the Bayhall Road gate, down to the Memorial which it 
then encircled [or ensquared to be precise - see pic!]  
Also the plaque of the ten Victoria Cross holders has seen 
their photos replaced - they had become very tatty and cracked over the years - so the faces and write-
up about the men are now much clearer. Some of the overhanging tree branches have also been cut 
back for easier access to the Memorial.  
On Armistice Day on Monday November 11th at 11am, the Mayor attended a short Act of 
Remembrance at the War Memorial which John Cohen led as Chairman of the Tunbridge Wells 
Branch of the Royal British Legion. This is specifically about the end of WW1. The Mayor and 
RBL then went to the Victoria Cross Grove in Dunorlan Park where another short Act of 
Remembrance took place. The Mayor laid a wreath at the Memorial Sculpture and buglers played 
The Last Post and Reveille.          
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                      OUR NEW BIRD SURVEYOR 
Kieran Claiden-Yardley has recently taken on the daunting task of 
surveying the birds in our park. I have no doubt that he will be 
successful though as his credentials are very good! Kieran is a 
Yorkshire lad, originally from Leeds in West Yorkshire. He studied 
countryside conservation at Aberystwyth University which he 
completed in 2011. He has been into birds since childhood and 
became a member of the RSPB. This is what got him into 
conservation. In 2013 he worked at Spurn Bird Observatory at the 
mouth of the Humber Estuary looking after Little Terns, one of our 
rarest breeding sea birds. From 2014 he worked for the RSPB at the 
Ouse Washes in Cambridgeshire as Assistant Warden on a seven 

month contract up to last year. A lot of his bird knowledge comes from undertaking survey work 
for the RSPB. Kieran says, “This year I got a permanent job as Ranger for the National Trust at 
Chartwell, managing both the Chartwell estate and everything in Kent which comes under the 
Chartwell Portfolio which include Toys Hill, Ide Hill, Mariners, Emmetts, Crockham and 
Chidestone.” 
Kieran is hoping to conduct a couple of monthly surveys in the park at weekends, possibly more 
depending on his time off, and plans to put together details of birds in the park which can then 
be added to our park notice boards for everyone to enjoy. 
Kieran is happy for anyone to join him during the surveys but advises that a walk round the park 
could take him around two hours, depending on what happens and how often he stops! If you 
would like details on dates/times for Kieran’s surveys, email him on kierancy@gmail.com.  

 
Birds in Dunorlan Park October 2019   

Survey carried out by Kieran Claiden-
Yardley  
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Birds not 
currently of 

conservation 
concern shown in 

green  

Birds of 
medium 

conservation 
concern in 

amber 

Birds of high 
conservation 

concern 
shown in 

red 

Blue Tit Woodpigeon  Goldfinch  

Pied Wagtail Carrion Crow   
Great Tit Magpie   

Jay Black-headed gull   
Gold Crest Mallard   

Wren  Grey Heron  
Robin  Moorhen   

Blackbird  Greylag   
Nuthatch  Song Thrush  

Mistle Thrush Dunnock   
Total number of 
species for 19th 
October = 21 

  



 

 

FUNGAL FORAY 
By Keith Palmer 

 
After quite a sunny morning, the forecasted rain arrived on cue for the start of the Friends’ Fungal 
Foray. However, this was not a deterrent to hardy souls endeavouring to find some of those varied 
mushrooms and toadstools which grace our fields and woodlands in the Autumn. Among those joining 
were some children who are always better at locating fungi than adults with their eyes closer to the 

ground! 
The frequent rains of September and October this year had ensured there 
were many fungi to be found generally and so we were expecting a good 
crop in the park. Nor were we disappointed. Some of the group had 
clearly been doing homework and were able to point out some of the finds 
they had discovered earlier. Growing, unusually beside an oak tree, were 
some examples of Brown Roll-rim, unusual because although this is a 
common fungus, it is normally found in association with Birch, not Oak. 
However, a little way away was some Birch and growing, typically this 
time, beneath that tree were some examples of the famour red and white 

Fly Agaric, the toadstool of children’s story books. Then close by some yellow toadstools with even 
brighter yellow gills and smelling of mothballs, or coal gas, this was the Sulphur Knight and is not a 
common find. So far the young lady hoping to collect her evening meal was not doing very well as we 
had to report that so far none of those gracing her basket was edible and indeed all somewhat 
poisonous. This was not helped by the discovery of a cluster of radish-smelling mushrooms called 
indicatively Poison Pie! However all this was soon rectified by a huge fruiting body of the Cep or 
Penny Bun, a highly edible variety. Now this positively filled her basket and she had to tuck in 
underneath a few extra edible mushrooms discovered later. 
The open fields were somewhat devoid of fungi but close to the tree line there was much to be admired: 
the lovely purple-stemmed Wood Blewits (edible) and species of Cortinarius (not so edible!), the 
smaller Deceiver and Birch Knight. Our walkers much admired the tiny brittle species of Mycena 
called Bonnet Caps or even Fairy Bonnets growing in close clusters beneath the isolated oak trees 
where also we picked up the Blackish-Purple Russula with its easily broken gills. During the afternoon 
it was pointed out that while many fungi have underneath their caps plates called gills radiating out like 
the spokes of a wheel, the gill surface being covered with the spores of the fungus, others like for 
example the Cep and some bracket fungi have gills replaced by pores, tiny holes which are the open 
ends of tubes lined with spores. 
This year I had decided to ring the changes by taking the normal route in the opposite direction; in the 
end with so many fungi to be viewed and the rain getting heavier we did not complete the circle but 
headed back towards Halls Hole Road car park whence 
we had started finding close by some Shaggy Ink-caps 
and Common Ink-caps. A quick reference to Peter’s 
book revealed that the latter were toxic especially if taken 
with alcohol, so these were promptly discarded by the 
lady with the basket. But the former also known as the 
Lawyer’s Wig were edible and good if picked early in 
their development which in this case applied. 
I am so grateful to all who came along and persisted with 
the unpleasant weather conditions. We had a good foray, 
much better than in some recent years when the predominantly dry conditions meant fungi were lacking 
and difficult to find. This year provided a number of new records for the park, such as for example 
Sulphur Knight. 
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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
 
The Friends’ Calendar has been very full 
this year and we have held a range of 
events relating to the bats, moths, trees 
and fungi found in the Park. Although the 
weather was against us on most of these 
occasions, the events have all been very 
well attended with 15 hardy souls turning 
out for Keith Palmer’s excellent Fungal 
Foray on 26th October. Fungi are so 
prolific in the Park this year that it took us 
30 minutes to get out of Halls Hole Road car park and into Dunorlan Park proper! One visitor 
went home with a basket of ‘edible’ fungi so we hope we see her at next year’s event. A 
member of the public told me that the large, red-spotted mushrooms have hallucinogenic 
properties when boiled and eaten. I didn’t realise how many unicorns there are in Tunbridge 
Wells…… 
We are very grateful to Kieran Claiden-Yardley who has resumed the bird surveys in the Park 
and we are posting the results of his studies on our notice board. Kieran has experience 
working for the RSPB and is currently working for the National Trust at Chartwell. 
We also hold numerous events including an Easter Egg Hunt, Bat Walks (two this year), the 
social Summer Picnic and the famous Drinks & Nibbles Party which is to be held at the 
Meadows Junior School in Sandhurst Road on Friday 10th January - this is publicised on the 
front page of this newsletter. We hope for an excellent turnout in this lovely new location kindly 
offered by the School Manager Camilla Gould. Grateful thanks also go to Marion Christie who 
has hosted this event in her own home for many years and now thoroughly deserves a rest 
from our muddy boots and general carousing! 
Through your membership fees, generous donations and other sources of funding, the Friends 
have once again amassed a significant lump sum to be used on projects in the Park. Already 
this year we have part-funded the refurbishment of the second (smaller) island in the lake and 
we have encouraged TWBC to install a solid pathway in Victoria Cross Grove. This was 
speedily arranged by Peter Every at TWBC and was completed in time for the Armistice Day 
commemoration. The Friends will be making a contribution to TWBC for this work. 
Over the next few months we are also going to fund a Kent High Weald Partnership member 
working with the Monday morning volunteer group. This will allow some major overdue projects 
to be carried out. The Friends are also due to make a contribution towards the strengthening of 
the banks of the lake itself and to the protection of the roots of the two oak trees near the Café. 
We are also proposing to fund a Park Time programme. Park Time is a scheme designed to 
help people with mental health issues to carry out volunteering projects in a friendly and calm 
environment such as Dunorlan Park. 
Finally, through a special individual donation, we are working with TWBC, SE Water and Water 
in the Wells to install a drinking water facility in the Park near the Friends’ notice board. We 
hope this will make a small contribution to reducing the number of plastic drinking water bottles 
used in the Park. 
 
Peter Russell, Chairman, Friends of Dunorlan Park 
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WE DID IT AGAIN!  
South & South East In Bloom 2019 

Dunorlan Park received Gold and won the Best Large Park award!  
Thank you very much to everyone who was, is, 
and hopefully will continue to be, involved with 
the upkeep of our lovely park. 

 
 

CROSS POLLINATION 
PROJECT - ANOTHER AWARD! 

We are pleased to announce that through the work we 
have done at our wonderful park, planting and 
surveying our flower beds, we have been 
awarded a Year of Green Action Bees’ 
Needs Champions Award! Huge thanks to 
all the schools and volunteers who helped with the 
project and 

continue to do so. Our pollinators need us!!  
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AND ANOTHER ONE! 
The Assessment took place on September 
23rd and we were successful - once again - 
in being awarded the  

Green Flag Award  
for another year! Eighteen boxes had to be 
ticked and fourteen were ‘green’ with only 
four ‘ambers’ - a little work needing to be 
done but nothing the Friends and 
volunteers can’t cope with! Nobody’s 

perfect!! Not one single ‘red’ though which is excellent. I very much doubt any park vying for a 
Green Flag Award gets away with no amber or red ticks! 

 
ONE MORE……….!! 

The Royal Horticultural Society and 
South & South East in Bloom 

presented us with the  
2019 It’s Your 

Neighbourhood Award  
Level 5 - Outstanding 

 
 

 
AND FINALLY - THE FRIENDS’ COMMITTEE LOOKING RATHER PLEASED 

WITH THEMSELVES!! And with good reason I think……..  
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   AN UPDATE 
FROM KASIA 

AT TWBC 
 

RHS judges Rae 
Beckwith and Dale 
Hector visited the 
town and Dunorlan 
Park in August and 

were impressed by the schools and allotment sites. Judges commented that the various Friends 
groups, including FoDP, are so very special to our entry and the judges did tell us we could not achieve 
a higher score in the community section! Judges mentioned in their report the good quality of the tree 
stock of Dunorlan Park and applauded the choice of the summer bedding on the terrace - changing 
begonias to geraniums was a wise move….. Next year will be the 10th anniversary of Royal Tunbridge 
Wells In Bloom and it’s likely we will be invited back for 2020 to the Britain in Bloom finals. 
RTW in Bloom team would like to thank all Friends of Dunorlan Park, Monday Volunteers and Kent 
High Weald Partnership volunteers and the Cross Pollination Project. Also many thanks to Oakley 
School and Meadows School (Barnardo’s) for their help in keeping the park blooming. We wouldn’t be 
able to achieve the Gold without the Friends and volunteers. We are looking forward to Bloom 2020! 

Royal Tunbridge Wells was awarded Gold in the Large Town Category in the national 
finals of the RHS Britain in Bloom 2019 competition!! 

 
LBJ’s 

A group of birds, known by some as LBJ’s - Little 
Brown Jobs - is a somewhat disparaging term for a 
cute species that does not possess very special 
markings or songs and so does not attract much 
attention. To the non-birder they just cause 
confusion! Picking out a Rock Pipit or Skylark and 
Woodlark can be challenging and not always 

rewarding if you are but a novice bird-watcher. Identifying individual species from among the 
many types of pipits can test even the experts, and it gets even more complicated when rare 
ones drop by on migration. In North America the Flycatcher family has many members which 
can be hard to separate, and when a rare one fetched up at Dungeness a couple of years ago, 
it needed DNA analysis of its droppings to clinch the species ID.  
Here in the UK, with the exception of such rarities, we have just two species - the Pied and the 
Spotted - and knowing which is which is pretty easy. The male Pied is basically a black and 
white bird but not really seen in the south-east of England, except on migration, as they prefer 
wooded hillsides in the west of the country. Its song is distinctive too. In contrast, the Spotted 
Flycatcher is pretty much the classic LBJ - sparrow-sized, brownish in colour with darker flecks 
on its breast. Its call is not much more than a repetitive squeak but it does have a great charm. 
Watching it do what its name implies, catching flies, is to see a real maestro at work. They 
prefer mature woodland but can nest in gardens. As long as there are plenty of insects, they 
are happy and by helping to reduce the number of mosquitoes in the world, they are doing us a 
service too! 
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NOT NECESSARILY A JAPANESE THUG! 
Did you know that not all Japanese Knotweeds are 
invasive??? Although the plant has received bad publicity 
in the past, there are those which are well-behaved 
garden species. For example Persicaria virginiana 
‘Painter’s Palette’, or also known as Bats’ Wings (for 
obvious reasons - see photo), a lovely perennial which is 
grown for its foliage. Its large oval green leaves are 
marked with a red chevron pattern, along with irregular 
patches of cream, yellow and light green. It’s a bit of a 
pussycat compared to its ferocious relative from Japan, 
whose stems can grow up to four inches in a day over 
summer, eventually reaching heights of ten feet! 
Ornamental knotweeds are a diverse bunch, ranging in 

height from a few inces to four feet. The majority are grown for their summer flowers which last well into 
Autumn. Available in shades of white, pink and red, 
they are carried on heads which vary from slender 
spikes to bulvous clusters resembling miniature 
bottlebrushes. 
Persicarias are held in high regard for their foliage, 
producing handsome, upight clumps of stems 
decked out with brightly coloured, variegated 
leaves. These types do produce flowers, but 
they tend to be fairly insignificant and can even 
be removed to prevent them spoiling the 
foliage effect. The key to success with 
persicarias is to give them enough room to 
spread, rather than shoehorn them into a gap. 
 

WHY WE NEED TREES 
Never have trees been so prominent on the national agenda - unless you can remember the Plant a 
Tree in ‘73. With so many ‘imported’ diseases now 
seriously affecting trees in the UK, there is a huge concern 
about tree loss. Trees store carbon, absorb pollution, take 
up rainwater thereby helping to reduce flood risk, block out 

noise, lower 
temperatures through 
shade and help to 
improve health and 
well-being. Some 
enlightened medical 
doctors are now 
engaged in the practice 
of ‘social prescribing’, 

which is a growing movement in the NHS. It is centred 
around the notion that being with trees and connecting with 
nature, including gardening, is hugely beneficial to the mind 
and body.  
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REPORT FROM OUR TREASURER JOHN 

                   
The figures below are to the end of September. The outlook is very good 
though as our total so far is £8,849 compared to £7,700 for the whole of 2018! 

 
Membership fees     £2,144 
Members’ donations £3,231  

[including £3,000 towards a drinking fountain] 
Birdseed donations     £2,540  

[cost to date £1,033 including grain in stock] 
Round Table donation     £250 

Events, proceeds and raffles     £674 
[includes Summer Picnic, Easter Egg Hunt, Pub in the Park raffle, 

Wisley trip contributions and Bat Walk proceeds] 
Interest received £10 

 
 

                          KEEPING IN TOUCH 
It’s always good to hear from you regarding the newsletters  

or indeed anything involving the park.  
You can keep in touch by email, telephone or snail-mail! 

John D said of the Autumn Newsletter: “Once again, an 
excellent newsletter Joan”. Thank you very much John, 
greatly appreciated.    
Diana Lamb also commented: “Another ‘opus magnifico’ - 

brilliant”. Definitely praise coming from my mentor! I’m obviously doing something right!  
Val C emailed: “Please pass on my grateful thanks to all those involved in the FoDP 
Newsletter which has excelled itself again. Informed, super photos and relevant 
newsworthy contents”. Thank you Val, so pleased you enjoy reading it and long may that 
continue.            
Liz emailed to say: “The Autumn newsletter is, as are all her (Joan) newsletters, full of 
interest and informative information.” Very much appreciated Liz, thank you. 
 
As I’ve mentioned to several people, the newsletters are very much a team 

effort as, without the various ‘reports’ and photos sent to me, they wouldn’t 
look nearly as good as they do. Long may that continue…….. 
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All details correct at the time of going to print! 

THANKS TO TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR THEIR SUPPORT  
IN PRINTING AND COLLATING ‘HARD COPIES’ OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

                                                     
 
 

OOPS! You may [or may not!] have noticed that some of the solutions to the Autumn issue’s crossword were not 
correct - I had included the clues rather than the answers. So sorry! Please find below the correct answers: 

ACROSS: 1. Garden 4. Ideals 9. Encaged 10. Amassed 11. Nadir 12. Otter 14. Anew 15. Rims 17. Crane 18. 
Rebound 20. Launder 21. Deride 22. Strain  DOWN: 1. Greens 2. Receding 3. Keen 5. Disavow 6. Aces 7. Sender 
8. Adams Needle 13. Tamandua 14. Assumed 15. Earned 16. Neuron 17. Crust 19. Boar  

Chairman  Peter Russell Wildings, Pembury Rd, TW 
TN2 3QN  

fodp@talktalk.net 
01892 531830 

Secretary  Judy Guest   judy.guest@hotmail.co.uk 
07983 209441 

Membership 
Secretary  

Jenny Russell Wildings, Pembury Rd, TW 
TN2 3QN 

fodp@talktalk.net 
01892 531830 

Treasurer  John Davies  johndpdavies@hotmail.co.uk 
07803 605876 

Publicity & 
Newsletter 

Joan Hamilton-
Smith 

3 St. Peter’s St, TW  
TN2 4UX 

cjay13@hotmail.co.uk  
01892 539551 

Website 
Designer 

Rachel 
Luckhurst 

 info@rlphotography.co.uk 
01892 824823 

Events 
Organiser 

Valerie Le 
Moignan 

1 Blackhurst Cottages, 
TW 

valeriesara25@btinternet.com 
07768 611492 

Committee 
Member 

John Cohen  johncohen1946@gmail.com 
07766 313047 

Committee 
Member 

Ian Beavis  Ian.Beavis@Tunbridgewells.gov.uk 
01892 5230070 

Committee 
Member 

David Molloy  molloy01uk@yahoo.co.uk 
01892 538134 

KHWP Ian Johnstone  ian.johnstone@khwp.org.uk 
01580 212972 

TWBC Parks 
Team 

Peter Every & 
Kasia 

Olszewska 

 parks@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 
01892 554031 (switchboard) 

TWBC Parks 
Team 

Robert Schembri 
Contract Monitor 

 robert.schembri@tunbridgewells.
gov.uk 

01892 554246 Ext 4113 
TWBC 
Events 

Sophie Marsh  sophie.marsh@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 
01892 526121 


